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11SO IST™ STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20071
(202) 334-6000
BENJAMIN C. BRADLEE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR Ma.y 30’ 1986

(202) 334-7510

The Honorable

William E. Casey

Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Bill:

You said on the telephone to me the other day that you didn't want
to get into a "pissing match."

Later that day, in an interview with the AP, you repeated part of
your speech of May 15 in which you suggest that we were responsible for the
death of an American because we wrote a story about the rescinding of a CIA
counterterrorist program after the unauthorized bombing in a Beirut suburb
where 80 persons were killed on March 8. .

If this is the way you choose to avoid a pissing match, let me say
that you are seriously mistaken. Your premise is that The Washington Post,
first and alone, described some kind of connection between the bombing on
March 8 and the United States.

That is simply wrong.

Can I remind you that on the day following that bombing -- that is,
on March 9 —— more than two months before the Washington Post story, a large
poster, more than 20 feet in length, was hung on the second floor of the ruins
of the bombed-out building. That sign said "Made in USA." It hung there before
hundreds of thousards of Arab eyes in the Beirut suburb for a long time.

Our story specifically said that the Lebanese counterterrorist unit
which executed this bambing was acting "without CIA authorization." The banner
headline called the bambing "Unauthorized." "....without CIA authorization"
appeared in the second paragraph of the story.

I must tell you that I think that in view of all of this, you are
acting most irresponsibly in suggesting that Woodward and The Post had anything
to do with anyone's death.

For your information, I am enclosing the memorandum which I asked
Bob Woodward to prepare in answer to your speech and in answer to the interview
you gave yesterday to the AP.

Sincerely,

o Modhs

Fnel. )
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jed to express the rationale
iministration policy.
4ressing an audience at Yeshi-
niversity, Shultz said: “The
ud upholds the universal law of
efense, saying, ‘If one comes
1 you, make haste and kill him
Clearly, as long as threats
law-abiding nations have the
and indeed the duty to protect
selves.”
-ording to the sources, Reagan
ved the covert “finding” au-
qing CIA training and support
ntiterrorist units in Lebanon
efore Shultz gave the speech
lecember. .

k-Up of Embassy Seen

0 sources said that the Sept.
rrorist bombing of the U.S.
ssy annex in Beirut last year
d persuade officials that they
> develop some means of pre-
ng planned terrorist attacks.
the fact, officials learned that
ntelligence agencies had over-
satellite photographs of what
ught to be the van used in the
e bombing.
>se photos showed the vehicle
le a mock-up of the embassy
. that the terrorists were us-
r a practice run, sources said.
ugh the connection was estab-
after the fact, the sources
hat, in the future, this kind of
gence might be part of the
for a preemptive attack.
= source argued that the de-
to use a covert team
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Apartment house in Beirut suburb after March 8 car-bombing in runaway mission. Blast killed more than 80 persons.

amounted to recreating for the CIA
a role it played in its earlv years,
betore the Watergate scandal and
subsequent congressional investi-
gations of the agency dampened its
ardor for clandestine operations.
Accordingly, this source said,
Reagan’s decision to authorize the
covert team was “the final curtain
on the legacy of both Vietnam and
Watergate.” Of ali the Reagan ad-
ministration’s decisions on nationai
security, this source said, “It was
the most tricky, the most contro-
versial and sensitive . . .. {It] took
the most goading to get change.”
But when the operation went
astray after the Lebanese went
ahead with an unapproved car-
bombing. officials involved in the
plan felt theyv had no alternative to

Declassmed in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 :

canceling U.S. support for the an-
titerrorist squads.

One official who favored creation
of the units said: “If you take ter-
rorism seriously, as we must,
you've got to realize that it could
get worse . . .. If we had informa-

tion on some terrorists involved in
nuclear detonation practice, you've
got to act. No choice. That is the
type of issue we are going to have
to face, and we better be ready.”
Staff researcher Barbura Feinman
contributed to this report.
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